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Colmar 
The most Alsatian 
town in Alsace !

You will be easily drawn in to this 
endearing “country town”. Nestled in 
the heart of the vines,its traditional 
houses, canals, floral displays, delicious 
food, famous fine wines and charming 
accommodation make Colmar an idyllic 
Alsace in miniature, and the guardian of 
a lifestyle where friendship and hospitality 
are essential values.

Colmar offers you a striking shortcut 
through more than a thousand years 
of European history with a wealth of 
heritage and culture preserved from the 
most remarkable periods. Each season, 
our rich and varied tourist offering 
guarantees you a myriad of cultural, 
sporting, natural, relaxing, and gourmet 
activities... 

At the crossroads of major European 
routes, between Strasbourg, Freiburg 
and Basel, at the gates of Germany 
and Switzerland, Colmar’s exceptional 
location is an ideal starting point for 
discovering the whole region of the 
Upper Rhine.
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BY PLANE
At less than 70km, Colmar is located 
equidistant from 2 international airports and 
has its own business airport.

Local business airport  
Colmar Houssen
www.colmar.aeroport.fr

Euroairport Basel  
Mulhouse - Freiburg
62km, 40 minutes by car
www.euroairport.fr

Strasbourg Entzheim Airport
66km, 45 minutes by car
www.strasbourg-aeroport.fr

Zurich Airport
157km, 90 minutes by car
www.aeroport-de-zurich.com

BY TRAIN
Colmar is connected to the large French and 
European cities via the TGV.
Direct TGV connections:

Paris – Gare de l’Est / Colmar
under 2.5 hours  

Paris – Gare de Lyon / Colmar
under 3 hours 

Lyon – Colmar
in 3 hours 18 minutes

Colmar TGV station  – www.sncf.fr

BY CAR
Colmar is connected to the whole European 
road network. Quick N/S and E/W access to all 
the European capitals (via the A4 motorway).

Strasbourg : 75 km, 50 minutes
Paris : 495 km, 5 hours 20 minutes
Lyon : 420 km, 3 hours 50 minutes
Bâle : 65 km, 45 minutes
Francfort : 290 km, 2 hours 50 minutes

BY BUS
Colmar is served by two long distance  
bus companies.

Flixbus : www.flixbus.fr/Colmar
Ouibus : www.ouibus.com



Its magical decoration and warm atmosphere give Colmar a unique and wonderful ambiance that saw 
it elected 3rd best Christmas market in Europe by the public via the site European Best Destination. 
A route sparkling with illuminations leads pedestrians through the streets to discover the 5 traditional 
Christmas markets. Each of them constitutes a mini-village with its world of passionate craftsmen. 
Nestled in squares with their own architectural signature, these friendly islands reflect the image 
of their city : intimate and authentic.
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1  Place des Dominicains 

2  Place Jeanne d’Arc 

3  Place de l’Ancienne Douane 

4  Koïfhus - Marché Intérieur 

5  Petite Venise

 Place Rapp 

 Unterlinden Museum

 Toy Museum

 Hansi Museum

 Bartholdi Museum

  Natural History Museum

 Pôle Média Culture

 Municipal Theater

 Collegiate Saint-Martin

 Church Saint-Matthieu

 Church of Dominicains

 Espace d’art Malraux
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Places of cultural and tourist activitiesFive Christmas markets



In the Église des 
Dominicains discover the 
‘Pièces d’exception’, 
the exhibition of Alsatian 
artisan art  
Gilders, painters, cabinetmakers, 
glass blowers and other artisans 
unveil their expertise at the foot 
of the « Madonna in the Rosebush », 
a masterpiece painted by  
Martin Schongauer in 1473.

Dominating the market, the elegant Église des Dominicains can be admired at 
nightfall, with its remarkable stained-glass windows. Subtly illuminated, these works 
of art dating from the 14th century magnify the atmosphere of this historic square 
which has become a must-see during a visit to Colmar.
Take a walk through the market, where some sixty little houses are huddled together 
and allow yourself be tempted by a Christmas decoration or two, to dress your fir 
perfectly, or find an idea for an original gift.





Christmas market, Terroir & Tradition

Overlooked by a group of buildings ranging from traditional half-timbered houses 
to the purest classic French style, this market offers visitors a glimpse of the eventful 
history of Alsace. A story that is also told through its architectural individuality. 
The market in Place Jeanne d’Arc recalls the intimate atmosphere of a traditional 
Alsatian village thanks to its Christmas houses, its church and its small herd of goats. 
Dedicated to the authentic natural products, it offers you the choice between many 
gourmet pleasures : Alsatian specialities, foie gras, charcuterie, wines, eaux-de-vie, 
Christmas biscuits or gingerbread...





Located in the heart of the old town, this square hosts nearly fifty houses 
harmoniously arranged around the graceful Schwendi fountain - with a sculpture 
by Auguste Bartholdi - and installed on either side of one of the most beautiful canals
in the city. 

After dark, you can enjoy a wonderful spectacle: the Koïfhus is dressed in shimmering 
lights, bringing a touch of magic to this former Customs building and its Christmas 
market. Clearly, the old economic heart of the City continues to beat ! On-trend 
creations are in complete harmony with more traditional Christmas decorations.





Arts and Antiques

The majestic mediaeval Koïfhus building offers you exceptional (warm) moments. 
There, you can admire and purchase the many creations of local artisans.  Ceramists, 
potters, glassmakers, cabinetmakers, wood carvers, hatters, jewellers and other creators, 
heirs to the expertise of an entire region, will be happy to share their passion. On the first 
floor, let your imagination wander through the magical pieces in the Toy Museum and 
explore the prestigious salle de la decapole where antique books and jewellery can be 
found alongside the works of high quality craftsmen.





Children’s Christmas Market 

The original alignment of the half-timbered houses on both sides of the Lauch River 
gave its name to this iconic district of Colmar, Little Venice, which, at Christmas, 
becomes a true paradise for children. Let yourself be guided by the astonishment 
of the little ones, who will still be amazed seeing rabbits or sheep in a wooden chalet 
before they pause to admire the mechanical crib. It is difficult for them to leave this 
market without following a charming routine: drinking a hot apple juice, riding the 
horses on the merry-go-round and posting their letters to Santa Claus in the giant 
letter box which is now to be found here.





The Ice Skating Rink & The Rides  (Champ de Mars)

On the edge of Colmar’s largest park, the Champ de Mars, the 800m2 ice rink invites you to 
enjoy the fun of skating. Numerous activities are offered throughout the Christmas period. 
In the same area, the Christmas caterpillar invites you to a magical and totally stunning 
walk. The splendid carousel from 1900 will delight the little ones and the carousel bar is 
ideal for an original break. The magic of Christmas in Colmar is also numerous events 
which, from Advent to New Year, fill the holidays of the end of the year!

ChristmasEvents



Children sing Christmas 
on boats
On the canal of the picturesque Little Venice, 
take a break full of emotions ! Take a look 
at the charming illuminated boats on which 
children’s choirs offer you an authentic spectacle, 
interpreting beautiful traditional Christmas carols.

Colmar sings Christmas
Concerts featuring Christmas in all its musical 
forms will be staged in various iconic places of the 
city, including the Église Saint-Matthieu. Colmar 
Conservatory students, Colmar Conservatory 
Brass Ensemble, Saint-André small singers, 
Colmar boys choir and many other choirs are 
involved in the organisation of these events.

Christmas wine cellars
In the heart of the capital of the Alsatian 
vines, the Christmas wine cellars are 
especially decorated for the occasion. 
You are invited to meet the region’s wine 
producers to discover, during various 
events, the great Alsatian white wines, 
the eaux-de-vie and local liqueurs,  
as well as delicious products from the 
Alsatian region.



The magic of Christmas in Colmar is an authentic and unique atmosphere created around 
the wonderful decorations made by the town, the Colmar traders and the individuals, 
who use their imagination and compete each year to make their original creations even 
more beautiful than last time. 
Faithful to the traditions, windows, balconies and shop fronts are decorated with Advent 
wreaths, to which the symbols of Christmas are added.



At nightfall each evening, the dynamic lighting in the city centre is a real live spectacle, with 
luminous halos which envelop the beautiful half-timbered houses and evaporate discreetly into 
the starry sky. This sparkling decoration enhances the traditional ornaments and emphasises, 
with elegance and romanticism, the rich architectural heritage of this thousand year old town. 
Thus, thanks to this exceptional scintillating creation, the entire town serves as a showcase  
for the 5 Christmas markets.



A multitude of firs, trees and buildings 
are festooned with original decorations 
and light garlands that enhance Colmar’s 
heritage, complemented by traditional 
music that plunges the visitor into a 
unique atmosphere.

Rue des Boulangers

Decorated facade

Maison du Pelerin - Grand Rue



Decorated facade

Rue du Chasseur

Champ de Mars



Matthias Grünewald - Retable d’Issenheim

Unterlinden Museum
The modern wing of the Unterlinden Museum, signed by Herzog & De Meuron, is the new setting 
for a collection of modern art representing major artists of the 20th century such as Dubuffet, 
Picasso, De Staël, Soulages or Dix. It also hosts temporary collections. A rich wealth of Rhineland 
art is exhibited in the 13th-century convent, where the Issenheim Altarpiece is the centrepiece 
of the museum, presented in the chapel. Today, visitors cover nearly 7000 years of history,  
from Prehistory to the 20th century. 

ColmarMuseum



Espace Picasso

Le Tétrascopique - Jean Dubuffet



Bartholdi Museum
The birthplace of Auguste Bartholdi (1834 - 
1904) houses his Museum, which displays 
models of monuments erected in many 
cities. A special place is reserved for the 
original models of his masterpieces: New 
York’s Statue of Liberty and the Lion of 
Belfort.

Toy Museum
The Toy Museum presents collections from 
the 19th to the 20th century where you can 
discover or rediscover the toys that marked 
your childhood. From ancient bears, to the 
first Barbies, via video games, Playmobil, 
model cars, robots or trains. 

Hansi Museum
Jean Jacques Waltz known as « Hansi » is 
an integral part of the Alsatian heritage.  
His unique work exhibited in this museum-
boutique allows you discover the charm of 
the region which the famous watercolourist, 
illustrator and caricaturist depicted through 
his vision of an idyllic Alsace.

Natural History Museum
This museum, a showcase of a scholarly society 
founded in 1859, presents rich collections, 
including regional and exotic naturalised 
animals, valuable minerals, prehistoric fossils, 
ethnographic objects and pieces from ancient 
Egypt, which are unique in Alsace.



A few kilometres from Colmar, discover a magical village, built by the elves, in the Place de 
l’Hôtel de Ville and take part in the Rhine Advent Calendar tradition: a ceremony where,  
each night, children unveil a new illuminated window. Then stroll through the narrow streets 
to taste, smell and discover regional specialities.

A majestic Advent Calendar
Every evening from December 1st to 24th,  
a window of the colourful, festive, giant 
Advent calendar, opens in the presence of 
village children and a lamplighter.

Follow the night watchman
The night watchman, dressed in period 
costume, walks around the ramparts and the 
town at 9pm. Meet at the Corps de Garde de 
Turckheim so as not to miss his round which 
will lead you through the streets of Turckheim, 
perpetuating a 500 year old tradition!!

Turckheim



Kaysersberg

The Tourist Offices of Central Alsace (Colmar, Eguisheim-Rouffach, Kaysersberg, Munster, 
Neuf Brisach, Ribeauvillé-Riquewihr and Turckheim) will accompany you in your discovery 
of the markets and the numerous activities organised in their region.

The Pays des Etoiles [Land of Stars] has established labels for events: ‘Villes & Villages de 
Noël’ [Christmas Towns and Villages], ‘Caves & Fermes de Noël’ [Christmas Wine Cellars 
and Farms] and ‘Rendez-vous de Noël’ [Christmas get togethers] to ensure an unforgettable 
experience.
 
The aim is to offer quality authentic events such as visits to farms 
and wine cellars, highlighting Christmas traditions, treasure hunts or 
fun/themed guided tours, walks through the Nativities, exhibitions, 
concerts, Advent calendars, nocturnal shows, soup sharing, foie gras 
creation workshops, Christmas cakes or Advent wreaths and even  
a lantern ride or a walk in snowshoes...



Kaysersberg
The medieval citadel of Kaysersberg, leaning 
against the foot of its castle ramparts, invites 
you to take an enchanting stroll among the stalls 
of its craft market, in the heart of a picturesque 
and authentic 17th century setting, elected 
as the Favourite Village of the French in 2017.

Eguisheim
Ranked among the Most Beautiful Villages of 
France and voted Favourite Village of the French 
in 2013, Eguisheim will delight you with its 
enchanting setting. Your walk will lead you to 
its authentic Christmas market where 25 stalls 
and many activities await you in a unique and 
intimate atmosphere!

Ribeauvillé & Riquewihr
Unique in Alsace! Discover Ribeauvillé’s 
mediaeval Christmas market and relive the 
Middle Ages with its jugglers, dancers and 
costumed minstrels! Then visit Riquewihr, one 
of the most beautiful villages in France, which 
is also one of the must-see attractions of the 
Alsatian Christmas. 

Munster Valley
The Alsatian Christmas ‘Bredla’ biscuit is the 
focus for the month long Christmas market in 
Munster. Come and meet the artisans, producers 
and creators in this famous Valley’s authentic 
market !

Pays de Rouffach
The traditional artisan Christmas market located 
in the mediaeval and Renaissance historical 
centre of Rouffach is in addition to the many 
events and demonstrations in the Old Town Hall 
and the Halle aux Blés [Wheat Exchange]. 

Brisach
Christmas in Neuf-Brisach is in an 18th century 
setting, with the village animated by characters 
in costume, where we can rediscover old crafts 
and farm animals, local products, exhibitions 
and nearly 120 exhibitors.

Eguisheim

TurckheimRiquewihr

Neuf Brisach



grand Pays

Information Center - Colmar
Place Unterlinden
68000 COLMAR 
+33(0) 3 89 20 68 92
info@tourisme-colmar.com

Information Center - Turckheim
6 Rue du Conseil
68230 TURCKHEIM
+33(0) 3 89 27 38 44
officedetourisme@turckheim.com

WWW.TOURISME-COLMAR.COM
WWW.NOEL-COLMAR.COM
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arGuided Tour: Christmas Magic 
Day or night, let yourself be guided through the 
historic centre of Colmar ... The cobbled streets, lined 
with colourful half-timbered houses, are brought to 
life by a breathtaking winter scene. With its beautiful 
lights, the old town becomes an idyllic setting for a 
visit enhanced with Alsatian Christmas traditions.

Reservation : 
+33 (0)3 89 20 68 92 ou 
info@tourisme-colmar.com
Guided tours only in French

COLM R TOURISME


